[aI®§2Ud

(olmadal 6ni9e; (619.9]) Hamaiemsmulmg emae’lmlaag 0] msfatmma nIsanim)

LnJmﬂrw‘!osamsm oo ;

bolo zooq

GalER)dH0d q

elaso ;q

| [aermess
EXCERPTS FRoM |HITGUT |OF NOV 08

C E C. Meetmg on Pension Issue

“The Cenitral Executive Committes of the All indla
Reserve Bank Retired Employees’ Association mef in Mumbai-
on 14 and 15 November 2008 to consider the situation arising :
‘outof reduction in pension of pre-1 November 1997 -
pensioners in terms of Bank's circular dated 10 October 2008.
Office -bearers/delegates from: 14 - centres: attended ' the
meeting. The rest could not attend due to railway reservation :
problems. As Presidént Shri Suryakant Mahadik had other - @
pressing engagements; Shri R.P. Donde, Working President

presided over the meefing.. (Shri.:Mahadik  attended  the

General Meeting of Mumbai Association on 15 November and :

participated inthe dellberatlons)

- Shri. T.G: Nair,” General Secretary, and’ Shri R:P.
Donde reported in detail the deve[cpmsnts inthe matter. Itwas :

mentioned that Dr Y.V. Reddy’ had given a specific assurance

to further update the pension in the light of Nove_mber 2002°
revision of the pay scales in the Bank, improve family pension,
give 40% commutation; etc., within a period of 3to 4 monthsto -

the Forum of the four recognlzed Associations/Federation in

the Bank in the meeting the Forum had with himin September -
2006. This assurance was reiterated in the meetings our office -
bearers had with him. Itis now seen that Dr Reddy just fooled
everybody for two years and surrendering to the préssure of - .

the then Finance: Ministry nominee on:the Board ' (now
Governor), Dr. D. Subbarao, surreptltlously got approved th
proposal to reduce the pensicn of the pre- -November 199

pensioners by withdrawing the updation- given by Dr. Blma.‘._.
Jalan which had been effective from November.2002, in the:;
meeting of the Cenitral Board held on 14August 2008, Thus Dr.
Reddy has passed on the ordeal of facing the anger of the staff
and the pensioners to his successor. The office: bearers also |
gave detailed mformatron about the decision of the Forum to .
fight out the issue and the agitation !aunched for the purpose. |
The unit representatlves reported that the. mass casual léave -
programme of the Forumon 21 October 2008 wa acomplete: ;
success ataEI the centres and they had been fu[ly geared upfor. .

2-day mass casual leave 'on’1 and 2 December 2008. The
meeting expressed its.deep appreciation: of the efforts being
made by the Forumto getthe infamous circular withdrawn.

The CEC discussed in detail, the steps to be taken by .
the Association to protéct the interests of its members: It was:
decided to extend full’ co-operation o the Forum. and.’
participate in full” strength in alt'its agttatrcn programmes
wherever possible. It was also décided to observe one day -
Dharana on Friday, 28 November2008. If it is not possible to::
organize Dharana due to poltce restrtcttcns elc., units were..
authorized to chalk out suitable dction programmes’ mvolwng'f_

"iotal participation of the: retirees. The:BPhatana is: to-be -
preceded by wide press pubilclty It was also decided that the ‘!

individual members should bg’ encouraged o write fo. the

Governor-questioning his decision to reduce the'pension, a8
per the advice of the chernment preferably under the:Right
to Information Act, 2005 onelse by a simple letter askmg fora-
reply. The Mumbar-based office bearers have been authcnz d-'f

to take decisions regardlng further courseof action..”
The

High Court has givena: mtertm stayf for reduction of pension on
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3. Was; detalled dlscussu:n whether; the: rssue;
couid be resolvad by legal‘means: The CEC endorsed the -
view of- Shri. T.G.Nair ‘that: the u!hmate ‘solution : lies™in: |
concerted organizational: action 'malnly‘by the Forum, duly :
Supporied by our'Assagiztion’ and-atihis -stage nd unit should -
go'to the court in'the miafter. It was repcrted that Karnataka__ ;
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a “writ_pétition filed by & “refirea at Bangalore. The stay is
apphcabfe to the individual.  Further S/Shri A.G. Karnik, A.P.

i Kaleand L.V, K_u_Ikarnl have filed a writ in Bommbay High Court -
" on 24 Qctober 2008. It was reparted by them that ‘at the

hearing-on- 14 :Novemher 2008, the Chief Justice, Shri
Swatantrakumar .expressed his unhappihess over the Bank -
not filing its reply to the writ despite. passage of three weeks.

" and has ordered thatif the Bank fails to submit it before next

eanng on.28 chemger 2008, the case will be heard

ex parte. S/Shri Donde-and M.B. Talekar reported that even

: though the three persons have filed the writ individually; it was-.

necessary to give required support to them and to ensure that -
the case is not lost by default. Keeping this in view they had
detalled discussions with the advocate engaged by the
petitioners, viz., Ms. Cox-Sanghaw and explained to her the .
intricacies ofthe case.

The office bearers of the recognized Assoc:atlons

- S/Shri-Ajit Subhedar (AIRBEA); C.M. Paulsil (AIRBOA) and:
. Vivek Srivastava (RBIOA), who'addressed the CEC, weérg:
' félicitated-at the mestlng They assured that the Forum: w:l!
" fight to end:on' the' isstie as it not ‘only affects the pre-.
" November- 1997 pensioners but also has impact on the
-, autoriomy arid honour of the Bank and its officers/employees.”

They also expréssed their confiderice that not only the mass

/@ CLoftand?2 December 2008 will be a total success; bt it

necessary, their members were ‘also prepared foran indefinite

. strike on the issue. The: officé bearers: of .our- Association
-expressed their deep sense of: gratrtude to the Forum and -
 saluted:them for their trade ‘union” spirit. ‘The leaders were |
. agsured that the retirees will partlcrpa’ce rn fuII strength inall +
‘_the action programmes of the Forum

Special General Meetmg on 15 November 2008
A spemai ‘General | Meetlng of - the: Mumbai-:

'Asscclatlcn was held at: ShlrodkarHaII Parelon 15 November

2008 on pension reduction fssue. Shri K.G. Fatkar, President
of the Association; presided. I spite-of tense atmosphere in -
the city and transport hassles, -the retirées attended the
meeting in large number. S/Shn Donde Nair and’ Talekar
expiained in detail the issue to the members. In his’ speach,
ShriSuryakant Mahadik, All india President and Mumbai unit | ‘
Executive President statedthat the struggle is going to be long
drawn. The Forum has decided to go to the extent of indefinite -
strike to get justice: He’ added that Shiv Séha Pramukh, Shi |

‘Balasaheb. Thackeray. and: ifs. Working - PreS|dent Shii-
" Uddhavji Thackeray are aware of theissue and if necessary

Shiv-Sena would not hesitate to jump into the fray. Shri Paulsil,"
G.S: ofAIFlBOA assured the'gathering that the Forum wili frght

out the issue till its logical ‘end. S/Shri Ajit Subhedar, G.S.,
. RBIEA and Vivek Srivastava, G.S.; RBIOA, though' could’ not ¢
 attend the meeting die to their pre-occupation, they did send

their greetings expressing their firm resolve to fight, S/Shri

. A.P. Kale and A.G. Karnik reported about the court case. The

- . presence of Shri 8.V. Dalvi, veteran RBI leader and K.S. More,
i founder GeneraI'Secretary of our Association, despite their il -
- health, raised the morale of the attendees.

The members were appealed to attend in large -

" number, the demonstration in front of COB building, Dharana -i
: on 28 November as also to be present onland2 December
: mass C. Lprogramme.

Shri K.G. Patkar concluded the proceedings: of the

5 meetmg by appeahng tc stand firm and unlted tc oppcse the
. injustice.. :
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%0 Q("@&/ = &3 ey (‘{)9&9 @ 2 Economic Times in its editorial on 20 October
o &) cSvoo w@@ SBo oFar s 92% 2008 condemned ‘RB! officers and staff who went on

S rZQ D g‘t‘% I EI AN Y GDOJJO mass casual leave on 21 October to protest against
mr,) oL 05 80 b M, P E8 Boengy _gﬁcr Govt. of India’s direction to RBI, to withdraw the
@ vg rcm’mc) (a,L St '36*13539)(?2) m_p’) :g@%cn% “updation in pension, approved by Dr. Bimal Jalan, ex-

el et ads So 6D e Do =3O8 Governot, to the Bank’s Pre-1997 retirees saying that
e > -

the timing chosen by RBI employées to protest was
o)- (39 o8 ({’ @ D, W) &> ™ terrible in the context of the present worldwide economic

Qs D3’ (@6 QU ﬁrzrmr) €e) @ &S seenario. The editorial also sounded punitive action

S VOB O—fp l l bed against RB! employees. An impromptu reply to the
\\ % M\éwn NN editorial by Shri A. Seshan, ex-adviser is reproduced
2ile. @ Yoc‘z_ciuﬁ_ﬁ\«e belpw: : -
h\% t- ,_& W M /Laa,'}ffe{ Your editorial condemns the RBI stiike and

dx; e h};yb Wrboch,  refers lo its ‘terrible timing’ (ET, Oct.20). Could you

please indicate the appropriate and auspicious time for

wm v the purpose ? When the need is for the amelioration of
W a‘ J—u % the economic distress of citizens with fixed incomes in
COOUV 0\*\ ke}'s' d "5 L the context of double-digit inflation, RBI's proposal
implies a cutin the pension. 4
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Etsol.ur:o“ PAsSED AT THE G ConFERENCE OF ALL KERALA
BANKRETIRGES FEDERATION
If. Updation of Pension HEL‘D BT CALICUT an 13-10-08 ]
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also have demanded updation of Pension. The V Central Pay [ %p&f %@o Q @j@o..ré
. Commission have recommended updation and the Central Government | 21 Q_J@(ar(m@ (3-33 @, &5
accepted it in principle and are giving updation of Pension with every §
wage revision of Central Government Employees. But the Central |
" Government oppose the updation of Pension in Banking Industry. The . The ‘e
Government even went upfo the level of directing the RBI to wnhdraw :lMJO @‘9 T ) Q) \/L
its order for ugdating the Pensmn of RB! employee§ and 10 recover |
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This VI Conference pf All Keraia Bank Ret:r.ees Federation ! S =) a.f)r(é
| protest the redrograde decesion of the Government and urge upon the 00 CED @3@ 2

Central Government to restore updatlon in RBI and extend the benefit | ﬁ"’ ) 0O & —+ % o mﬂd
of updation of pension to the coch:ai Bank employee aisc. 1 A~ m) Hy 57 Eh= 1851
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